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6-1
Background

1.
The dynamic nature of medical and dental equipment has created an environment of rapidly changing technology.  Limited financial resources prohibit the procurement of new items of equipment for evaluation and comparative purposes.  Additionally, equipment items which have proven themselves acceptable for use in one setting (e.g., CONUS hospital or clinic use) are not necessarily suitable for use in other settings (e.g., shipboard, field, or OCONUS facilities).

2.
Conditions such as motion, dust, electromagnetic interference, tempera-ture extremes, and high humidity affect the performance and reliability of some items of equipment.  The user must be aware of how well an item will tolerate and function in the specific environment in which it will be used.

3.
Many vendors will allow their products to undergo an on site use test for evaluation by potential users.  BUMED does not object to this process however, NAVMEDLOGCOM approval is required prior to accepting medical or dental materiel for testing.  Items, which require structural changes or major installations, will not be considered under this program.

6-2
Procedures

1.
Requests for test and evaluation of medical and dental equipment will be sent to NAVMEDLOGCOM (Code 03) for approval with the following information:

· Name and address of supplier

· Equipment nomenclature

· Model number, catalog number, or other identification

· Cost of the item

· Number of units required for testing

· Site(s) of test

· Length of tests (90‑day limit.  180‑day limit if minor installation is required)

· Proposed testing protocol

6-3
Conditions for Test

And Evaluation

1.
Approval for test and evaluation of medical/dental equipment will be granted only if the current model has not been evaluated by any activity within 3 years of the request, or the item is not currently under evaluation for the same purposes.  When a test and evaluation request for a previously tested item, or an item which is currently being evaluated, is received at NAVMEDLOGCOM, the request will be denied.  A copy of the previous evaluation report will be forwarded to 

the requesting activity.  If the evaluation is in progress, a copy of the evaluation report will be provided to the requesting activity when the current evaluation is completed.  If the previous evaluation report does not meet the intended use of the item, sufficient justification for reevaluation must be provided to NAVMEDLOGCOM.

2.
The vendor must agree to the following terms in writing before the test can begin:

· The item is accepted at no cost to the Government.

· The Government accepts no responsibility for damage or loss while it has custody of item.

· The item is returned to the supplier in "as is" condition. If subsequent purchases are made a new item must be furnished.

· The acceptance for test and evaluation implies no agreement to purchase.

· All test and evaluation reports are the property of the United States Government and will not be released to private industry without NAVMEDLOGCOM consent.   The evaluation report may not be used as an endorsement of the item or in any advertisements by private industry. 

6-4
Evaluation

1.
When the test is complete, an evaluation report having all information outlined in Annex 17 will be sent to the Commanding Officer, Naval Medical Logistics Command (Code 03).  When the evaluation is favorable and the tested materiel is recommended for standardization, the procedures in Section 3 will be followed.

2.
All test and evaluation results will be cataloged by NAVMEDLOGCOM and a list of the items evaluated within a 3‑year period will be published on the NAVMEDLOGCOM's Homepage on the Internet at www-nmlc.med.navy.mil.

6-5
Test and Evaluation of FIP

Equipment and Software

1.
Activities having requirements for test and evaluation of FIP equipment and software are referred to Section 4.
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